Diagnosis of hemophilia made after intraoperative bleeding during attempted penetrating keratoplasty in an elderly patient.
To report an unusual case where the diagnosis of hemophilia was made after attempted penetrating keratoplasty in an elderly patient. A 75 year old white male with a full-thickness corneal scar in the visual axis and a visually significant cataract OD was to undergo penetrating keratoplasty and cataract extraction with lens implantation for visual rehabilitation. There was no history of bleeding diathesis given. During placement of the Flieringa ring, a progressively enlarging 360 degrees subconjunctival hemorrhage was observed. Given the unusual bleeding,the procedure was aborted and the patientwas referred to the hematology service for further evaluation. Laboratory studies revealed a diagnosis of atypical hemophilia of mild severity. The initial diagnosis of hemophilia in any elderly patient is unusual. This case is even more unusual asthe diagnosis of a bleeding disorder was first considered after excessive subconjunctival hemorrhage developed during attempted penetrating keratoplasty.